
On 24 March 2026, a group of Lithuanian MPs proposed a “consultative referendum” to amend Article 38 of the
Constitution to define family exclusively as arising from the marriage of a man and a woman.

Framed as democratic participation, the initiative in reality seeks to exclude same-sex couples and their children

from constitutional protection, despite clear rulings from Lithuania’s Constitutional Court, the Court of Justice of

the European Union and the European Court of Human Rights.

But there are still opportunities to stop this referendum from happening.

LITHUANIA’S 2026 ANTI-LGBTIQ+

REFERENDUM

The referendum seeks to overturn the Lithuanian Constitutional Court’s ruling of 17 April 2025, which
confirmed that the State must recognise and protect families regardless of the sex of the partners.
The Seimas Legal Department  warned that the proposed constitutional amendment would "breach and
disrupt the internal harmony of the Constitution" and "would manifestly fail to comply with Lithuania's
international law commitments and obligations arising from EU membership."

DID YOU KNOW?

STAGE 1 — INITIATION
✔️ 24 March 2026

📌 Draft resolution registered by MPs
Led by Girskienė, Sinica, Ažubalis

Proposal: consultative referendum in

2027

STAGE 2 — SUBMISSION PASSED
✔️ 9 April 2026

📌 Seimas approves submission stage
Vote: 50 in favour / 35 against / 6

abstentions

Support by government & opposition

STAGE 4 — SEIMAS’ CONSIDERATION
🔘 Expected: June 2026

📌 Seimas debate & vote (svarstymas)
Scheduled 21 May 2026. If approved, a

separate final adoption vote follows. Both

votes require only a simple majority of

MPs present

STAGE 3 — COMMITTEE REVIEW
🔜 April–June 2026

📌 Legal Affairs Committee (principal) +

State Administration Committee

(additional) review

Examines constitutionality; Can

recommend amendments or rejection

STAGE 5 — CAMPAIGN REFERENDUM
🔘 Central Electoral Commission sets

official campaign period ahead of 2027

municipal elections

📌 Referendum scheduled with 2027

municipal elections
Anti-LGBTIQ+ campaign may receive

public funding

STAGE 6 — REFERENDUM OUTCOME
🔘 After 2027 municipal elections

📌 Consultative vote result
Valid with 50%+ turnout; approval by

majority of participants Seimas must

consider implementation within one

month



BROAD POLITICAL SUPPORT

Publicly state that the proposed referendum would violate EU law, including the

Charter of Fundamental Rights.

Engage immediately with Lithuanian authorities to prevent the adoption of

discriminatory constitutional changes.

Prepare infringement proceedings in case the referendum leads to legislative or

constitutional amendments breaching EU law.

Integrate the issue into ongoing Rule of Law monitoring and reporting.

Publicly condemn the proposed referendum as incompatible with EU values and

fundamental rights.

Urgently raise the issue in plenary and through parliamentary questions to the

Commission.

Political groups (Greens/EFA, S&D, EPP) should make clear to their members from
Lithuania that support for this referendum is incompatible with their core values,
and may lead to serious political consequences, including suspension or expulsion
from the group.

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT

MEMBER
STATES

Publicly and privately raise concerns with the Lithuanian government at the highest

political level.

THE NEXT HUNGARY?

Action is needed now to prevent Lithuania from following the path of Hungary, where the government has
ruled for over 16 years and began its consolidation of power with similar constitutional inititatives
targeting LGBTIQ+ people and family rights. What started there as isolated legal changes quickly evolved
into a broader system of institutionalised discrimination and rule of law backsliding. 

Since the beginning of 2026, 4 conferences were held by the anti-rights movement in Lithuania, which led to
this referendum, including one by the Polish Ordi Iuris (who’s been supportive of Russia’s anti-LGBTIQ+
policies).  Lithuania has definetely been identified as one of their next targets.

ACT NOW!

The proposal attracted broad support across the Seimas, including members from parties affiliated with multiple
European political groups, across both government and opposition.

+ 4MPs with no affiliation with groups in the European Parliament.

Democratic
Union “For
Lithuania”

4 MPs voted
in favor

Lithuanian
Social

Democratic
Party

19 MPs voted
in favor

Lithuanian
Farmers and

Greens Union &
Christian
Families
Alliance

11 MPs voted
in favor

Dawn of
Nemunas

7 MPs voted
in favor

Intention to join PfE

Homeland
Union –

Lithuanian
Christian
Democrats

5 MPs voted
in favor

L G L
N A T I O N A L

L G B T  R I G H T S
O R G A N I Z A T I O N

READ THIS 
FACTSHEET ONLINE

http://reclaiming.eu/
http://forbidden-colours.com/
https://www.lgl.lt/en/
https://www.lgl.lt/en/
https://www.lgl.lt/en/
https://www.lgl.lt/en/
https://www.lgl.lt/en/
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